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E&I PRESENTS ANNUAL DAVID H. LORD COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AWARD 
Carol Barnhill, CPM, CPPO, APO of Arkansas State University – Jonesboro named as 2017 honoree 

 

JERICHO, N.Y. – E&I Cooperative Services (E&I) has named Carol Barnhill, CPM, CPPO, APO as 

this year’s winner of the prestigious David H. Lord Cooperative Purchasing Award. The award was 

presented by former E&I President David Lord at the E&I Stockholders’ Meeting held during the National 

Association of Educational Purchasing (NAEP) Annual Meeting in Orlando, FL on April 10, 2018. 

The David H. Lord Cooperative Purchasing Award, created to honor long-time E&I President 

David Lord, recognizes a member of the Cooperative who has made exceptional contributions to E&I 

and its membership through volunteerism in cooperative purchasing. Barnhill, who is the Director, 

Procurement Services at Arkansas State University – Jonesboro, was selected by her peers for the 

outstanding part she has played in educational procurement, benefiting the Cooperative community as 

a whole. 

“It is an extraordinary privilege to present the David H. Lord Award each year to a well-deserving 

member who has shown innovative spirit, impeccable leadership, and unwavering commitment to the 

procurement profession,” said Tom Fitzgerald, CEO of E&I. “Ms. Barnhill’s contributions to the E&I 
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membership and educational procurement community, especially her encouragement and support of 

those striving for certification, are well-known in the state of Arkansas. Carol possesses an enthusiasm 

and professionalism that are simply unmatched. We thank her for her consistent support and utilization 

of E&I contracts, and we are honored to recognize her with this award.” 

 Barnhill has spoken regionally and nationally on the benefits of cooperative purchasing and E&I 

contracts. She has developed new operational procedures to improve functionality and accountability at 

her institution, and often focuses on improving communication between procurement professionals, 

individuals, and the state of Arkansas. Barnhill served as the NAEP liaison to the E&I Board of Directors 

in 2010, and has volunteered as a national and regional member of E&I nominating committees. 

 

About E&I Cooperative Services 

 E&I Cooperative Services (E&I) is the only member-owned, non-profit purchasing cooperative 

solely focused on serving education and related facilities. E&I delivers expertise, solutions, and services 

through a diverse portfolio of competitively awarded contracts and consulting services. By leveraging 

the knowledge and purchasing power of its nationwide membership, E&I helps higher education and K-

12 institutions reduce costs, optimize supply chain efficiencies, and save time on the RFP process. The 

Cooperative’s member-driven competitive solicitation process has been validated by the National 

Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP) as complying with generally accepted procurement 

standards. For more information, please visit: www.eandi.org. 
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